Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.008 Å; R factor = 0.028; wR factor = 0.068; data-to-parameter ratio = 20.9.
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Experimental
Crystal data [ZnI 2 (C 16 
Data collection
Bruker SMART CCD area-detector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0.518, T max = 0.535 11751 measured reflections 4438 independent reflections 3763 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.029 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.028 wR(F 2 ) = 0.068 S = 1.02 4438 reflections 212 parameters 2 restraints H atoms treated by a mixture of independent and constrained refinement Á max = 0.58 e Å À3 Á min = À0.88 e Å À3 Absolute structure: Flack (1983), 2111 Friedel pairs Flack parameter: 0.02 (2) Table 1 Selected bond lengths (Å ).
2.5651 (9) Table 2 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2002); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2002); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
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Schiff bases are versatile ligands for the preparation in the preparation of metal complexes (Averseng et al., 2001; Patra et al., 2002; Chen et al., 2003; Ruck & Jacobsen, 2002) . In this paper, the new zinc(II)title complex with the Schiff base ligand 2-ethoxy-6-[(2-piperidin-1-ylethylimino)methyl]phenol is reported.
In the title complex, Fig. 1 , the Zn atom is four-coordinated by one phenolate O and one imine N atoms of the Schiff base ligand, and by two iodide atoms, forming a tetrahedral coordination. The coordinate bond lengths (Table 1 ) and angles are comparable to those of similar zinc complexes (Wei et al., 2007; Zhu, Yang et al., 2009; Zhu, Yin, Li et al., 2009; Zhu, Yin, Yang et al., 2009 ).
In the crystal structure, molecules are linked through intermolecular N-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 2) , forming chains running along the a axis ( Fig. 2) .
Experimental 2-Ethoxysalicylaldehyde (1.0 mmol, 166 mg), 2-piperidin-1-ylethylamine (1.0 mmol, 128 mg), and ZnI 2 (1.0 mmol, 319 mg) were mixed in a methanol solution (50 ml). The mixture was stirred at reflux for 30 min to give a colourless solution.
The solution was left in air for a few days, yielding colourless block-shaped crystals.
Refinement
The H2 atom was located from a difference Fourier map and refined isotropically, with U iso restrained to 0.08 Å 2 . Other H atoms were constrained to ideal geometries, with d(C-H) = 0.93-0.97 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C), 1.5U eq (C methyl ). (5) 127 (4) N2-H2···O1 i 0.90 (4) 2.01 (5) 2.867 (5) 159 (5) Symmetry codes: (i) x+1/2, −y+3/2, z.
supplementary materials sup-7 
